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Berkley Riverfront Park Master Plan
January Public Meetings Summary

The first public meeting was Wednesday, January 18, 2006 at Southtown Council (6814 Troost) from 6:00
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to gather input about existing park conditions and desired improvements from Kansas
City residents living south of the Missouri River.  A second meeting with the same goal and purpose was
held January 19, 2006 at Northland Neighborhood Incorporated offices (5312 Chouteau Trafficway) for
residents living north of the river.

Combined, approximately 60 community residents and stakeholders, City Staff and Council
representatives, as well as Port Authority Board members participated in the meetings.

Each meeting opened with City Staff and the Consultant Team giving a joint PowerPoint presentation
outlining the history, goals, and objectives of the Berkley Riverfront Park Master Plan .  After the
presentation meeting participants were divided into small groups to discuss park issues, answer four (4)
general questions about the park, and complete a dot exercise related to important park attributes.  At the
end of the meeting, an appointed representative from each small group summarized his/her groupÕs
comments to the reconvened, larger group.  The comments collected from each were noted on flip charts.
Participants were encouraged to use the blank comment cards provided to express additional comments
to staff.   Findings for both meetings have been consolidated and are summarized below.

¥ How many have been to Berkley Park and what are your reasons for going to the Park?

o Roughly 80% of participants had been to the park previously

o The majority had been to the park for events (Oktoberfest, Riverfest, 4th)

o Many had been to the park for recreation (passive, related to trails)

o Some had been to the park for sight seeing (river views, city views)

o Some recreated on the water (boating)

¥ What elements/experiences in Berkley Park do you value today?

In addition to the above, participants valued:
o Connections/Access (to river, and potential for regional trails)
o Openness/Open Space (respite from city)
o Town of Kansas Ð Heritage Ð Established history
o Not crowded
o Diversity of park users/visitors
o Aesthetic qualities of the park

¥ What features and/or activities are missing in Berkley Park that may be needed?

o Parking
o Connections/Access

 To the waters edge
 To and from the park (pedestrian, bike, car, boat, mass transit)
 To regional trails
 To nearby cultural/recreational resources
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 To neighborhoods
 Across river and railroad
 Directional signage

o Attractions/Amenities Ð participantsÕ suggestions included:
 Events facilities (sound, light, power,restrooms)
 Attractions:  Steamboat Arabia Museum, Aquarium
 Athletic fields
 Water features
 Playground(s) (spray and play)
 Skate park
 Shade
 Off-leash dog park
 River access (dock, terraces)
 Gardens and improved landscaping
 Bike rental
 Food/eating facilities
 Retail
 Education about the river
 WiFi

o Density - Need for denser development around park.
o More land Ð make park bigger
o Safety Ð patrols

¥ Is there anything that keeps you from using the park today?

o Lack of Access
o Lack of Parking
o Unfamiliarity Ð hard to find
o Lacking Sense of Safety Ð lack of people/activity
o Lack of attractions/amenities
o Environment Ð lack of shade, heat, odors, noise, Ôuninviting appearanceÕ

¥ Dot Exercise:  The following elements were ranked by the public
o Parking:  40 dots
o An events/festival park:  40 dots
o Connection to and along the park:  35 dots
o A passive park for recreation:  34 dots
o An environmentally sensitive park that harvests and reuses water:  32 dots
o Cafes/Restaurants on the park:  32 dots
o Trees for shade:  28 dots
o Fountains:  21 dots
o Shelters for shade:  15 dots
o More park space:  9 dots (option added by participants)
o A passive park for play:  8 dots
o Playgrounds:  5 dots
o A park for organized recreation:  3 dots
o Picnicking:  3 dots
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¥ Other Comments
o Why regional park?

 Difficulty seeing this per access issues, attractiveness, small size, could destroy amenities
(jogging, etc.)

 Best park:  Mackey Park in North Kansas City, lots of activity even at 10:00 p.m. but not
regional, is diverse and surrounded by housing

o Dock that runs parallel with the river for boat landing and safe river access.  AtchisonÕs is on a
levee and works well and is approved b the Corps of Engineers.  Handicap access to rivers edge
as well as several stairways.

o Would like to see coordination with North Kansas CityÕs Riverfront.  Architecture of development:
please research the colonnade-style apartments that are unique to KC and no one else is
developing in that style.  (No more art deco/modern!)  Signed, David A. Johnson.

o Is there any connection between Berkley Park and Riverfront Boat Ramp?  Has anyone visited
OmahaÕs Riverfront?  If not, why?  If you want people to embrace the river Ð you must give them
ÒaccessÓ to the river Ð via marinaÕs Ð boating Ð not just ÒviewÓ.  We must educate people that the
river is safe.

o Make modern mass transit available as we consider ways to make the park accessible to all in
the region.  Perhaps considering environmentally friendly modes such as light rail, rail powered
trolleys, electric busses, etc, whatever technology offers.


